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4 A Further 5 

EXAMINATION 
: OF THE : 8 
Weavers Pretences, &c. 


HO' upon reading over their Pam- 
phlet, (The Juſt Complaints, &c.) 

I cou'd not find either fairneſs or 

ſolidity of Argument, or real 
Proofs of what their Author aſſerts; but in- 
ſtead of that, indirect Anſwers, Falſhoods, 
as well as ſiniſter Inſinuations; and even 


ſome material Points wholly paſs'd over 
with filence ; Yet conſidering how eaſily the 


generality of People are often carried away 
into falſe Notions of Things, by ſuch ſpe- 
cious ſhews of Argument, and great bluſter- 
ing Words, where a good ſtock of Confi- 
dence ſupplies the place of Truth; I con- 
1 cluded 
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cluded it might be of Service to all impartial 
Perſons, to make a Further Examination of 
their Pretences ; and in particular to detend 
my former Part from their Author's falſe 
Charges, and ill grounded Arguments ; 
therefore 1 ſhall proceed to give a punctual 
Anſwer, ſo as, I hope, no body will have 
any reaſon to complain, that J have neglect- 
ed any thing he has ofter'd, though ever fo 
trifling. 

He tells us (in his 4th Page) that they 
were firſt Wrong in raiſing a Tumult; but 
did not think it convenient, I ſappole, to 
tell us that it was on the icth of June, at 
the Inſtances of the Jacobite Faction; as 
plainly appears by the Character of Hu. 
2. their Captain, (as he was call'd, tho? 

e was not a Nea r ʒ) and from thoſe Trea- 
ſonable Practices that were prov*d upon him 
by the Evidence at the Old Baily, we may 
eafily judge upon what Motives be acted. . 
As for my charging them in general Terms 
for what only ſome of them actually com- 
mitted; I anſwer, that thoſe of them who 
approved and conſented, are very near e- 
qually guilty with the others : and for the 
innocent, I would not willingly ſay or do 
any thing to their Prejudice. 
| [obſerve their Author js mightily diſturb'd 
that was fo unmannerly, as to term their 

| 2 Crimes 
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Crimes villainous and bratiſh z but, I fay, 
if making ſuch Riots in-Deftance of the 
Government, aſſaulting and robbing their 
Neighbours, is not Villainy, pray let us 
know what is 2 Or how could the wild 
Beaſts uſe us more brutiſhly without taking 
away our Lives? And for his Anger upon 
that account, I ſhall make him no other re- 
turn, than as much Scorn as his Folly de- 
ſerves. 

He pretends to charge me with a Falſity, 
in ſaying that their Complaints could only 
be known by their murmuring in Corners, 
and Riots in the Streets; and yet at the 
ſame time does not tell us by what other 
way we could have known : But goes on 
telling us what HE FANCIES to be National 
_ Grievances ; and what dangers the Woollen 
Manufactures are in; which will appear 
ſuch a ridiculous Jeſt, if we do but conſider 
that the Wooll of our own Growth is nat 
now near ſufficient for our Manufactures; 
but we bring over all we can from Ireland, 
(which is a very conſiderable Quantity, ) ſo 
that there ſeems to be as great a want of 
Wooll as of Work; by which it very plain- 
ly appears, that if we did conſume more 
Woollen Goods at Home, we could not fend 
Abroad ſo many as we do: Yet tho' this js 
fo full a Proof againſt his noiſy Outcries, 


of 


of the Decay of the Woollen Manufacture, 
he would fain evade it, by pretending that 


unufual Quantities of Wooll have been Run 


of late to France : Which as it is nothing 
but a Falſe and Malicious Charge to ſerve 
his turn; ſo neither can he give us any man- 
ner of Proof of it. 

Thus by the foregoing, tu very plain, 


that if more Woollen Goods had heen made in 


Spittle- fields, the leſs muſt have been made in 
other Parts of England; and if. more had 
been worn in England, the leſs mu$t have been 
Exported. ü 

'Tis not the Complaints of any particular 
Set of Tradeſmen, that are increaſed in 
ſome particular Places to an exorbitant de- 
gree, that can give us any true Notion of 
the National Trade ; but as the high Prices 
that Wooll bears now, the Importation of 
ſuch Quantities (as alſo of Woollen Yarn) 
from Ireland; and above all, our great Ex- 
port of Woollen Goods, is certainly much 
more to be regarded, than the grumbli 
Tradeſmen, who never did otherwiſe in 1 55 
memory; it being always natural for Men 
to murmur at the preſent, and cry up the 
paſt Times; and to act and ſay whatever 
they think will make for their own ** 
lar and ſelfiſh Ends, 


And 
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And for want of Matter to ſupport his 
lame Argument, he endeavours to prejudice 
his Readers againſt me, by aſſerting what is 
not only malicious, but directly falſe : Viz. 
That © Pm a Mercenary employ'd by the 
% Drapers and Eaſt- India Jobbers : Which: 


Confidence of his, I ſuppoſe, proceeds from 


his knowing himſelf to be what he charges 
me with; for I declare, that I was ſo far from 
being hir'd or employ'd by any body, that 
what I wrote, was without the Privity of a- 
ny Perſon whatſoever - My Aim and De- 
ſign was the publick Good. I have neither 


Place nor Penſion, Fee or Reward, nor do I 
expect any. 


But whatever their Author has been defi- 
cient in Truth and Reaſon, he has made up 
with Noiſe and Scurrility; and in particular 
in his 7th Page, where by a manifeſt Per- 
verſion of my Words, he wou'd endeavour 


to make his Readers believe that I had con- 
tradicted my ſelf, by putting this wiſe Query, 


* Is it poſſible this Man can tell us, that the 
* wearing ſo many Printed Callicoes is the 
** Cauſe of the Complaint of the Weavers; 
* — And is it poſſible that he can have 
* the Face to ſay, that the Wearing of Cal- 
licoes is the Cauſe of their Complaint ; 
and yet at the ſame time ſay, their Com- 
* plaint is not Jult? | 

| Such 


:p . 
Such Forgery is rare Stuff for him to en- 


tertain his Readers with / For what TI ſaid 


was, that the Wearing Printed Callicoe was 
the PRETE vCk. oC 

Our Author ſeems mightily difturb'd at my 
pleading Liberty and Property, (that inhe- 
rent and immutable Birthright of every Eng- 
Iiſhman), becauſe, as HE ſays, he has ſeen 
an il! Uſe made of that Claim in England 
before now. What Occaſion he hints at, is 
not worth my while to concern my ſelf a- 
bout ; nor thoſe Sumptuary Laws which he 
talks of, but knows nothing of ; I wiſh he 
could tell us what they are, or in what King's 
Reign they were made But then, as a Spe- 
cimen of his great Knowledge in our Nati- 
onal Trade, he is pleas d to tell us, that Su- 
gar is prohibited from Portugal, and Wine 
and Brandy from France. But to make us 
amends, he favours us with another of his 
wiſe Queries; viz. © Why are any Laws 
* made to regulate our Morals and Man- 
c ners 2 A very apt Compariſon indeed / 
as if any body was pleading for a Liberty to 
break in upon Morality : He might as well 
have ſaid, Why are any Laws made againſt 
Murther or Robbery : And, to uſe his own 
Words, © Such an Argument was never of- 


* fer'd to Men of Senſe in this World. 


And 


e . 
d! as 5 . hat ſo kind to entertain 
us with a Touch of Poetry, tho? one would 
have thought it ſomewhat below the Gravity 
of his Subject, Tle take the Liberty to make 
a Return for the Civility i in the ſame kind ; 
as, | | 


'Tis not Riches that content a BRITON's Mind 
Without a Breathing FREE, and unconfin d. 


But I wou'd not have any body fo far 
| miſtake me, as to imagine that I plead for 
any Freedom that wou'd be injurions to the 
Property of his Neighbour, or deſtructive to 
the Good of the whole Community; for I 
agree with my Brother Author, that a Re- 
ſtraint from Immorality is the beſt part of a 
Peoples Priviledge; or at leaſt, makes it va- 
luable. 
But what a Surfeit of Noiſe arid Conceſt 
have we with his pretending to dire& us, 
_ what we ſhou'd do, as wiſe Men, to promote 
the Proſperity of our Country; pray how 
can we do it better than by promoting our 
Trade and Navigation, by the Exportation 
of our Produce and ManufaQures ? of which 
our Neighbours take what we can ſpare them; 
and of ſome ſorts of Woollen Goods, wo wd 
take more than they do, had we but more 
Wooll to work up. 5 And upon 1 ; 
n 


„ 

find that his Pretence of there being an un- 
uſual Quantity of Woollen Goods at Black- 
well-Hall, and in the Warchonſes of Whole- 
fale Dealers, is fictitious and groundleſs; but 
I ſuppoſe he did not trouble himſelf to know 
how true or how falſe it was, as long as he 
cou'd ſerve a preſent Turn by making it an 
addition to his Clamour. 
His telling us of the Act made, laſt Seſſion 

of Parliament, forbidding any Tradeſman 
keeping a Quantityof Gunpowder 1n or near 
the City of London, is as much to the Pur- 
poſe too; for it muſt be plain to every body 
of common Senſe, that the Defign of that 
Act was not to diminiſh any Man's Liberty 
and Property, but purely to ſecure the Lives 
and Properties of ſo many Thouſands, that 
were in continual danger of ſudden Deſtru- 
Gion. 

And his carping at my expreſſ on of our 
Liberty of Eating and Drinking what we 
pleafe, is ſo mean and trifling, that a School- 
boy wou'd be aſham'd of it: And that he 
might not be wanting in Malice as well as 
Nonſenſe, he endeavours to prejudice his 
Readers againſt me, by repreſenting me as a 
Libertine and Free-thinker, becauſe I hap- 

pen d juſt to mention, as Words of courſe, 
Thinking or Believing ; z tho' my Meaning 
was nothing elſe than the Liberty that every 
Man 


„ = 
Man has, or ought to have, of enjoying his 
own Opinion, in ſpeculative Matters in ge- 
neral : But J perceive he is ſo civil as to con» 
fine my Meaning to Religious Matters, with- 
out ſo much as ſtaying for my Conſent; but 
his cavilling fo at a Trifle, which was no- 
thing to the Purpoſe in our Diſpute, won'd 
make one think he was under Apprehenſions 
of Difficulty, in ſwelling up his Pamphlet to 
a Sixpenny Bulk - And really I can't help 
pitying the hard Caſe of ſuch Anſwerers, 
Who are forc'd to patch up ſo many different 
Sorts of Stuff, to make ſomewhat they may 
call an Anſwer. TR 1 
Tho? he ſeems to be ſo very elaborate on 
the Subject of the Prohibition in 190r, it's 
yet a Queſtion whether the Nation in general 
has reap'd any Advantage by it, (except we 


reckon the Improvement made here in the 


Art of Printing; ) but it's certain the Dutch 
have ; for no ſooner did that Prohibition 
take place, but they poured in upon us ſuch 
great Quantities of Strip'd and Checquer'd 
Linens, Cotton and Linen Stuffs, &c. which 
coſt the Nation very dear, in compariſon to 
what the India Goods did; and what India 
Stuffs, & c. were run in from Holland, we paid 
them Five or Six Times as much for, as we 
uſed to buy them in India for our ſelves- Sd 
that, I ſay, the Dutch 25 the Gainers, and 

2 ou 
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our Weavers found themſelves miſtaken in 
thinking that People wou'd be forced to 
wear their Stuffs, Oc. for they will always 


naturally find out, and wear, that which 


they find moſt convenient and uſeful : And 
there's no better way to ſet People againſt 
any thing, than the pretending to force it 
upon them : But as the Printing of Callicoes 
here improv'd and encreaſed; ſo in proporti- 
on that Inundation of Duzch and Indian 
Stuffs, & c. decreaſed. 

Sure he muſt think his Readers to be very 
ignorant, that wou'd believe what he ſays 
in his 14th Page, vis, that the Invention 
or Trade of printing Callicoes here, was 
fince the Prohibition in 1901 ; which is ſuch 
a downright Falſhood, that tis (as I'm well 
inform d) about Fourty Years. ſince: Nay, 
I know a Callicoe Printer, who is very far 
from being a Young Man, who told me that 
his Grandfather follow'd the ſame Trade i in 
England many Years ago; which I think puts 
the. Matter beyond diſpute : And of the ſame 


Stamp is his charging the Drapers with 


prompting the layiag a Tax on the Printed 
Callicoes ; for upon enquiry, I find it to be 


directly falſe. 


In his next Page, he ſeems to be ſome- 
what concern'd that I ſhould expoſe the 


Wi cavers, and make their Complaints appear 


* 
d 
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unjuſt; and the Reaſon is, becauſe I had 
mention'd an Advertiſement in the Gazette 
of the 13th of June laſt; which gives No- 
tice to all able Weavers, where they may be 
Immediately and Conſtantly Employ'd, in 
Weaving Sailcloth tor His Majeſty's Navy: 
That there was ſuch an Advertiſement, he 
has not the Face, I ſuppoſe, to deny; but 
he infinuates, © That Men brought up to 
« Silk or Worſted Weaving, could not with- 
© out a prodigious Difficulty, turn their hands 
* to Linen Weaving : Which Objection 
will appear but very weak, if we conſider 
how many, Country Weavers come daily to 
Town, and turn their Hands to different 
kinds of Weaving, than what they. were 
brought up to: And beſides he tells us, 
_ © That he has been inform'd that ſeveral 
* Weavers had been refuſed Work there; 
and told, that they did not want Silk or 

Worſted Weavers. But he expreſſes it fo 
faintly, as tho? he did not believe it to be 
true himſelf; as indeed it is not: For I 
have taken ſome Pains to enquire into the 
Matter, and I find it to be utterly Falſe: 
By which we may ſee what little Cauſe they 
have to make ſuch a Noiſe of want of Work. 

Next he pretends to call in queſtion my 
Judgment, for my ſaying, that Silks wove 
here are as much a Foreign Commodity, as 


| E483) - 
Callicoes printed, here: Which I ſtill ſay; 
And why does not he give us ſome Reaſon 
to believe the contrary ? 5 
For him to ſay, that our Eafl- India Com- 
pany have nothing but Forts and Factories 
in the Eaſt-· Indies; and that there's no ſuch 
thing as a Britiſh Colony there; is a piece 
| of the moſt confident Ignorance that I have 
I ever met with: Therefore P11 take leave to 
jj inform him and his Clients, that Madraſs 
with its Dependencies, and the whole Ifland 
of Dieu, ARE BRITISH COLONIES ; the 
Government and Proprietorſhip of them be- 
longing ſolely and entirely to our Compa- 
ny ; and (notwithſtanding his calling it 
Trade- Nonſenſe, ) I ſay, that GREAT 
© QUANTITIES OF CALLICOES ARE 
MADE THEREIN. And, I ſuppoſe, he 
ſtands in as much need of being informed, 
that a Factory is no more than a Houſe, or | 
Place, where their Accounts or Goods are 8 
kept. But thus it is when Hackney Scrib- 
lers pretend to act the Merchant. EN 
He may as well ſay, that Barbadoes is not 
} an Engliſb Colony, becauſe the number of 
j the Exgliſb are not perhaps above a Tenth 
part of the Inhabitants ; and that France 
and England never were Roman Colonies, 
(in the common ſenſe of the word) becauſe 
the Romans were but very few in compari- 1 
ſon with the Gauls or Britons, e = 


| ( 15) 

But may be ſome may Object, that the 
Territories of our Company in India, are 
not immediately under the Government of 
Great Britain; which is but trifling : For 
as the Company are Subjects of Great Britain, 
ſo the Subjects of the Company, muſt certain- 
ly be the Subjects of Great Britain too. 

So that he had no Reaſon to be ſo much 
elated on this Head, as to fancy himſelf Tri- 
ummbant; for he has takenga great deal of 
_ Pains to ſhew us, with what a degree of Ig- 
norance and Aſſurance he is poſſeſs'd of. 

I can't omit taking Notice how ill he 
twiſts his Arguments, and how unwarily he 
contradicts himſelf, as in his 19th Page, 


where he approves ſo much of our prohi- 


biting Tobacco of our own Growth, for- 
the Encouragement of Trade and Naviga- 
tion-z and yet at the ſame time, would be 
for prohibiting or diſcouraging the Impor- 
tation of Callicoes 3 which would not only 
be a diminution of our Trade and Naviga- 
tion ; but of the Export of our Produce 
and Manufacture. | 
We may obſerve, that tho' he does not 
clamour ſo directly againſt the Printed 
Linens, yet he levels his Pretences againſt 
them too with the ſame Defign : But why 
he touches them ſo gently is, I ſuppoſe, 
becauſe as he is ſenſible the greateſt pr of 
| | them 


1 ( 16 "of | 
them are both the Growth and Manufaore 
of Great Britain; fo he could not ſo much 
as make any ſpecious ſhew of Argument a- 
gainſt them They are, I ſay, for the great- 
eſt part, Scorch Linens, which (as is allowed 5 
by every body that underſtands the Linen 
Trade,) are not ſo fit for any other Pur- 
poſe as Printing; and which rs indeed al- 
2n057 the only Cans of their Corſum ian 8 
And as Scotland is not near ſo apt fe or® he 
Woollen as England, ſo the Linen is - ther 


principal Manufacture; by which chiefly 


they are enabled not only to endure the 
Experts of their Nobility and Gentry here, 

o pay. for the Goods (many of them 
Woollen) they have from England; but to 
remit the Revenue of that Country into the 
Engliſh Exchequer. 

They thought themſelves but hardly "ud 
when Duties were laid upon their Libens 
printed; but what would the Conſequence 
of a Prohibition be, but the Ruin of that 
People? For 'tis plain, that if the princi- 
pal means of their making Returns to Exg- 
land, ſhould be taken from them, they muſt 
in time be drain'd of all their Money ; 
which would be but an ill Return for their 
giving up their Independency, and coming 
into an Union with England: But I would 
not be miſunderſiood ; for I don't deſign 

any 


i 
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any Reflection either on the North-Britant, 


or the Union; which I believe has been, and 
will (till be, Ad vantageous to both Nations, 
provided that the Intereſt of both Countries be 
equally regarded and conſulted ; of which in- 
deed I cannot doubt; for Pm fully perſva- 
ded, that the Parliament of Great Britain 
will never do any thing that would in its 


- Conſequences be ſo ruinous to near one half 


of the Kingdom; which, by reaſon of its 
remoteneſs, & rather requires more Incor« 
ragement, than ſo great a Diſcouragement, 
as ſuch an Oppreſſion of their principal Ma- 
nufacture wou'd bee Fe 
ln the 9th Page of my former Part Job- 
ſerv'd, That © notwithſtanding the great 
_ © Quantities of Wooll Imported lately from 
„ Treland, it has been dearer and ſcarcer at 
„% Market for theſe two Years paſt, than for 


„ many Years before ; the Truth of which 


he denies, and calls upon me to prove it, 
by telling them fairly what Price Wooll bears 
now, and what it did three or. four Years 
ago. 3 : 

The Account, as I had it from a Wooll- 


Stapler of good Repute, (and I hope it will 


fatisfy every impartial Reader) is as fol- 
lows : "Th 


- 
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1 In the Year 1716 17 Shillings per Tod. 
1 1717-19 + N 
i 1718—22 

=. |:  1719—22 

Wi But then, they'd fain ſhift off this home 
8 ſtroke againſt them, (as I obſervd before,) 
it buy raiſing a falſe and ſcandalous Charge; 
144 which they have very induſtriouſly reported 


up and down of late, merely to ſerve their 
own Ends ; viz. That more than ordinary 
1 Quantities have been run of late to France: 
i. I have made it my Buſineſs of late to enquire 
of feveral People, that live in Kent and 
Suſſex, who agree, that there's not only as 
much Care taken to prevent the running, but 
(as they believe) there's as Little run now as 
A's aſe to be, : | | . | 
SW: L ſuppoſe their Author thinks himſelf very 
fi cloſe upon me in his 22d Page, where he ſays, 
Let him aſſure us there's no Wooll run to 
It) France, and then if the Price holds up, it 
4 wou d argue ſomething in the Caſe: Which 


|, is but meer Trifling ; for I don't pretend 

| to ſay, that there's no Wooll run to France: 

is But let him prove that an Unufual, or more 4 
L than Ordinary Quantity, has been run of] 
'\ late, and then hell ſay ſomewhat to the | 
1 Purpoſe. 1 . . 


He 


1 „ 
He finds fault with what I ſaid in reſpect 
to the Prices of Printed Callicoes being ſo 
much higher, than the Prices of Woollen or 
Worſted Stuffs, as not at all to interfere with 
them; but yet does not pretend to diſprove 
Next he inſinuates as tho? I had ſaid, 
© 'There was not a Piece of Worſted or Silk 
* Goods made the leſs for them; whereas 
what I ſaid was this, It's very likely that 
« many of thoſe that buy Callicoe, wou'd 
not buy any thing elſe inſtead of it, if 
* there was no ſuch thing in being as Calli- 
coe ; being induced to buy more for the 
* ſake of Variety, than any occaſion they 
have for it: Which certainly may be found 

to be true in a great many Families. 
agree with him, that to wonder at my 
Face, is his eaſieſt way of anſwering my Ar- 
guments, 
His next Aſſertion is both falſe and abſurd 
for firſt he ſays, That all the mean People, and 
indifferent poor People, (which comprehends 
almoſt all but the Rich) are now cloathed 
in Printed Callicoe or Linen; Secondly, 
That all thoſe that now wear Callicoe or 
Linen, wou'd wear Woollen Stuffs, if they 
did not wear Callicoe or Linen. To the firſt 
part of his Charge I anſwer, That very few 
of the pooreſt ſort wear either Printed Cal- 
C 2 licoe 
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licoe or Linen ; and of the midling forts 


not one half who wear it conſtantly, and 
that only for their upper Garments z and the 


richeſt ſort wear it as much for the ſake of 
Variety as any thing: For the Truth of which 
I appeal to the Obſervation of auy one that 
walks the Streets. And to the ſecond part 


L anſwer, That all thoſe who wear Callicoe 


or Linen now, wou'd not wear Woollen 
Stuffs if there was no ſuch thing. as Printed 
Callicoe or Linen, but Datch and Hambro? 
Strip'd and Checquer'd Linens, and other 


thing s of that kind, and for the ſame Reaſon 
thar They now wear printed Callicoe or Linen, 


viz. becauſe nothing elſe waſhes near ſo well : 
For what he ſays as to the Callicoes being 


worn only for Imitation ſake, or for the 
Gaiety of the Colours, is by many of the 
Weavers themſelves ow d to be lalſe. 


He tells us too, that formerly the Children 


univerſally wore Woollen Frocks; for the 


Truth of which Diſcovery, Pm afraid he 
can't procure ſo much as one old Woman for 
a Voucher. 


But I wiſh he would tell us why Callicoes 
rinted here (great part of which — firſt part- 


y ManufaQur'd by Britiſh Subjects abroad, 


may n not be call'd a m—_ Manufacture, as 
8. 3 


"Al 


— 
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well as Silks wove here; which are bought _ - 
.of, and partly Manufactur'd by thoſe, Tho | 
are entirely Foreigners to, and not in the 
leaſt dependent on, Great Britain: But he 
tells us that we have the Silk in Return for 
our Manufactures; and I ſay the ſame of the 
Callicoes ; for it can be eaſily prov'd, that 
the firſt Colt of the Callicoes worn in Great 
Britain, is not ſo much as the Value of the 
Engliſh Manufactures, that are Exported by 
our Eaſt- India Company: And what he ſays 
of the Silk being purchas'd only by way of 
Barter, is falſe, and an expoſing of his own 
Ignorance ; for the greateſt Part of it is 
bought with Money. 


* 


Neither has he any Reaſon to ſay, That 
I'm for ſtarving the Weavers ; for I'm very 
far from deſiring the taking away from any 
Man his Lawful Trade; which is indeed his 
Property, ſecured to him by the Laws of a 
free Nation: I wiſh I could ſay as much of 
our Spittle-field Weavers ; for they are ſo 
Unconſcionable, as to defire the ruin of the 
Weavers of almoſt one half of the Kingdom, 
as well as of all the Printers, &c. under 
Pretence that the Printing Trade is but of 
Yeſterday ; which I haye ſufficiently gupro: 
yed wa: 


He 


(n 
He tells us, That there's not full Seven 4 
hundred Families employ'd in the Printing 
Trade ; But what is that Number, in com- 
pariſon to that great number of Families and 


Tradeſmen, who greatly depend on them for 
their Trade and Employment? 


I come now to that which I mentioned as 
a Grand Cauſe of their wanting Work; viz. 
“ The Covetouſneſs of both Maſters and 
% Journeymen, in taking ſo many Prentices, 
without conſidering whether they ſhall + 
* have Employment for them or not. 2dly, 
© The great number of Journeymen Weavers, 
* that come from many parts of England 
* for the ſake of eaſier Work, and greater 
oY Wages. pe 


4 


= 
7 


N He endeavours to make void the firſt part 
*M of the Charge, with a great deal of ſhuffling 
In and cutting; and the laſt he paſſes over whol- 
1 ly with Silence; and more than that, he 
bo - _ plainly owns (in his 14th Page) the great 
q Encreaſe of their Numbers of Late Tears; 
and the Weavers themſelves know very well, 
is that if there was but a Regulation made a- 
ly. mongſt them, ſo as to reſtrain the Unquali- 
it fed Journeymen, and to limit the taking of 
1 55 Prentices, 


ek . = 
Prentices, they cou'd not have any Occaſion 
to complain for want of Work. 


His endeavouring to render me Obnoxious 
to the Government, for my hinting that our 
Foreign Trade had been damp'd by the War 
with Spain, and our Inland by the Noiſe of 
an Invaſion, is ſo ridiculous as hardly worth 
my taking Notice of : It has always been 
contrary to my Defign and Inclination, to 
ſay or do any thing prejudicial to the Go- 
vernment ; neither cou'd what I ſaid do it 
any Injury; for every body knows, that at 
the firſt breaking out of a War, our Foreign 
Trade muſt neceffarily be damp'd in ſome of 
it's Branches; but what then, muſt not a 
aà War ſo juſt and neceſſary be enter'd into 


for that Reaſon ? A fine way of Arguing 
indeed / | 5 


And what J ſaid was far from © making 
©* the world believe, that we were terribly 
* affrighted (as he terms it) at the Noiſe of 
“ an Invaſion; For who is not ſenſible that 
the Noiſe only of ſuch a thing, hinders a 


great many Tradeſmen from buying ſuch 


Quantities of Goods, as they wou'd other- 
„ „ 


He 


<2) 


He ſays, that the Weavers have not Mu- 
tiny'd ever fince the Revolution, before 
now ; but I can prove the contrary : For 


they have not only done it fince, but before. 
For in King Charles the Second's Reign, 
ſome of them (as I have been inform'd) were 
bang'd for their Mutinying and Mobbing ; 
and 9 are ſuch an inſatiable ſort of Peo- 
ple, that they will never want Pretences. 


But now he begins to play the part of 


Plenipotentiary for the Weavers For ſays 


he, * Grant but the Weavers an Act of par- 
* liament to prohibit the Wearing of Calli- 


© coes, and you may make War, or Peace, 


as His Majeſty pleaſes; (What can be more 


Inſolent!) But TIl take leave to tell my 
Gentleman, that the Parliament are not to 
be frighten'd, either to break in upon the 


Publick Securities, to act contrary to the 
General Good of the Kingdom, or to Ruin 


ſo many Thouſand Families, by any Power 


on Earth, much leſs by the Violence of ſuch 


a Riotous People. 


In my 13th Page Lobferv, that © the 
many Duties on Callicoes do very much 
incre 70 the Publick Revenue; 3 and that 
the Money ariſing therefrom is appropri- 


K 1 


* ated by Parliament, for the Security and 


Re- 


x wg 
er SE FS 
RN 


TH 


Y — - 
We : : EY 5 8 
8 * * 0 Ne 5 0 
. 55 33 a i nga Ie tera. 
22 82 2 n Die? a ent: IE» 1 Dy 8 
. r r 4 * 7 e - I e R 2 


LA 
Ub TAE St 


2. 


wt **, ” * " 
VS N * 
3 
we NR 
223 r 
- SITS —_ 
. 78 5 - 
2 "NG * $*? my =, 
We, 45. 0 NC 


EN 0 
c Reimburſing of great numbers of Perſons, 
who have contracted with the Govern- 
ment at ſeveral times; which he calls a 
great rumble of uſeleſs Words, becauſe he 
| knows not how to diſprove them; and tells 
us, that © the Parliament, who gave that 
© Duty, made it a Fund redeemable, or kept 
the Power in their own Hands to Redeem 
* or Diſſolve it But I ſay, as the Parlia- 
ments have ranged ſeveral Duties on Calli- 
coes, ſo they gave them for ſeveral Funds, 
(or at leaſt Branches of Funds) ſome re- 
deemable, and ſome not: Thoſe Contracts 
that are redeemable. may be diſcharged by 
the Payment of the Money botrow'd on 
them; but thoſe that are not, cannot (I ſup- 
poſe) be diſſolved or exchanged without the 
Conſent of the Perſons concerned: And to 
talk as he does, #ends to the weakning of 
Par li jamentary Credit. 


NE 3 


„ ra Fes, 


But his next Artifice i is, his endeavouring 
to make People believe that the i2uties on 
Printed Callicoes bring in clear, little or no- 
thing to the Government - For, ſays he, 
It is true, that if there was no Printed Cal- 

© licoes worn, but thoſe. Printed here, and 
* all ſach did pay the full Duty, it might 
indeed raiſe a pretty confiderable Sum—— 
* beltdes the great 8 of Dutch and 


* Indian 


on *"' & Rn „ IC we . 
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Indian Callicoes, which pay no Duty at 


© all, the far greateſt part cf thoſe printed 


l © here alſo, pay no Duty neither. 


As for the Indian Prints, there are not ſo 


many run as may be imagin'd ; and the 


Reaſon of it is plain; that is, our Printers 


are ſo much improv'd in that Art, 2s to al- 
moſt equal the Indians; ; iuſomuch that the 


major Part of what is ſold for India Chints, 
are Exgliſh printed 5 and as for the Dutch or 


Erclifh Prints, tho? Ican't ſay there's none 
run, yet they are ſo few in Compariſon with 


the Quantity printed, that I may venture to 


ſay, there's no Duty better ſecur'd, (eſpe- 


cially ſince the Act made laſt Seſſions for 
preventing the Running of Goods,) whereb 
they are Seizable wherever they are foun 
without the King's Stamp 


n them; beſi des 
a Penalty of Fifty Pounds on thoſe in whoſe 
Cuſtody they are found : But after all his 
long Story of running in and running out, 
I prove his Charge in the Main to be Falſe 
and Scandalous, by the following Accounts, 
taken out of the Cuſtomhouſe and Exciſe- Office, 


of the Neat Produce of the Duties on Prin- 


ted Callicoes, ec. that is after all the Draws- 
backs are deducted: 


Cuſtoms, 


— 


5 6 LF 701 


Cuſtoms, at a Medium for 


Exciſe Ditto 


J. Herable; 


/ 


499 

* 
0 41333 o6 ©8 
— 42968 12 11 


+. 


gut Year 


Total of the Neat Produce 
for one Tear rere) 84301 "I 07 


His telling us, that the Dutch are but meer 
Carriers, and herefore not an Example for 
us, Is really teiling us that he knows nothing 
of the matter For their Linen Manufacture 
is very confiderable, and their Silk not Incon- 

their Linens are diſtributed thro' 
Europe and America, being the general Wear 
of the richer ſort of People; and their Silks 


are worn much here, as well as in other 


Countries: Bit I can't omit taking notice 
here, how much the Revenue ſuffers, by the 
Running in of ſo many Foreign Wrought Silks 


of ſeveral ſorts ; and how much our Silk 


Weavers do by the W earing of them ; as much 


if not more than by the wear of Callicoe. | 


I remember, Sir William Temple obſerv'd, 
That one Cauſe of the Wealth, n and 


— 


1 — — 


" Temple 8 Obſervations on the Seven United 
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Navigation of the Hanan was by their 


Exporting their own Manufactures, and wear- 


ing foreign themſelves, that were Cheaper. 


And now he takes upon himſelf (but with 
no other Authority thanhis own Conceit) to 
complain, as he ſays, in behalf of all the 
Manufacturers of Wooll and Silk in the King- 
dom ; but how can Clothiers / or Blanket- 
makers be:concern'd in the Matter? And why 
1s all the Nation concern'd in the Proſperity 
of the Silk Manufacture, more than of the 
Callicoe ? I have already prov'd the Silk ta 
be as much, if not more, a Foreign Comma- 
dity than Printed Callicoes : If Silk does not 


 Interfere with Woollen Stuffs, neither do 


Callicoes; but if Printed Linens do, they 
are {til}, Britiſh Growth and Manufacture, and 
the Intereſt of the Kingdom is as much con- 
cern'd in the Proſperity of the Linen Manu- 
facturer as of the Woolles: 


As for the Mafter-W eavers Paper ml. Ad- 
vice to their Journeymen, it wou'd have been 
more for their Credit, if they had pabliſh'd 
it as ſoon as they knew what was intended 
to be done by their Journeymen, &. but to 
do it ſo long after, looks as tho they lay by 
to ſee what Miſchicf on be done firſt, 


Thus, 
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T bus, 1 hope, by — perform d 


my Pro- 


miſe of giving a punctuaſ Anſwers, and that 


I have not en any Thing be has of. 
fer'd. 


[ have alſo nd over Two other Pamphlets 
on the ſame Side; viz. A Brief State of the 

Queſtion, and 1 be Weavers true Caſe; and [ 
find that the Subſtance of their. Allegations 
are alreadgj Anſwer'd, in the foregoing part 
of this Book : But however I think it will 
not be amifs to take this Opportunity, to 


collect the moſt material of them, and place 


them in the following order, that I may the 


better give them brief, but plain Anſwers. 


Ales. 1. That the ellos and ilk Ma- 


© Ds are the Staple of our Trade, the 


Fund of our Exportation, the Support of 
our Navigation, and the only Means we 
have for Employing the Poor. 

2. That it is the Intereſt of the Kingdom 
to diſcourage every. Manufacture that inter- 


feres with them. 


3. 1 hat the Wearing of printed Callicoes 
is ruinous to, or inconſiſtent with the Proſpe- 
rity of the Manufactures of Wooll and Silk. 

4. That the greateſt part of the Callicoes 
worn here are Run or Relanded, 


F. That 


n 
That i it is not in the Power of Man 15 
prevent Running, and Relanding of 
Printed Callicoes, by any other means than 
by prohibiting the Wearing of them. 
6, That they are prohibited in France. 
A Report that they are to be prohibited 
in Fer. | 
8. Thatthe Wearing Printed Callicoes'and 
Liners i is an Evil to the Body Politick. | 
9 That double the Quantity & printed 
: Cailicoes and Linens, have been worn theſe 
twelve Months paſt, thin in the Year 1717. 
10. That the Weariug of Printed Callicoes 
and Linens, taketh away the Labour of the 
Poor, and impoveriſhes the People. 
11. That Linen is not a proper Commodi- 
ty for Garments ; becauſe it is alſo uſed for 
Shecting, Shifting, Tabling, > > Bm 


* 


Which Allegations of theirs (Thope) are 
Invalidated by the — plain Anſwers. 


A | Reply 1. The Woollen Manufactures are 
1600 partly the Staple of our Trade; but the Silk 
0 are not at all; being a Foreign Commodity, 
partly brought i in Return for our Goods, and 
partly bought with our Silver, and almoſt 
Ws wholly conſumed here : The Woollen Manu- 
1% facture is one Branch of the Fund of our Ex. 


r portation; but the Silk is not any Branch of 
Hp | ĩt 
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it at all: The Wearing of Wochen or Silk 
Goods, is not any Support of our Navigati- 
on; but the Export of our Woollen Goods is 
2 great Branch of it: The Woollen and Silk 
Manufactures are not the only Means we have 
for Employing the Poor ; for the Linen and 
Cotton Manufactures, as well as the Printing 
of Callicoes and Linens, do Employ many 
Thouſands in England and Scotland. 


2. Our Linen Manufacture is as much a 
Staple Manufacture of the Kingdom, as the 
Woollen, and hath as much right to be en- 
courag'd; and in point of good Policy, the 
wearing of our Linens ought rather to be en- 
courag'd; conſidering how, many of our 
Neighbours ſtand in need of Woollen Goods, 
and abound in Linen. e 


3. The Prices of Printed Callicoes are ſo 
much higher, than the Prices of the Woollen 
Stuffs, that they are not at all ruinous to, or 
inconſiſtent with the Proſperity of them; 
they do indeed interfere with the Slighter ſort 
of Silks, but they have as good a Title to be 
Encouraged as the Silks; becauſe they coſt 
the Nation very Cheap, in Compariſon with 
what the Silks do: And the firſt Coſt of the 
Caliicves worn in Great Britain, is not ſo 
much as the Value of our Woollen Manu- 

| 5 oO factures, 
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factures, that are Exported by the Eaſt- India | 


Company. 


4. *Tis but few Dutch or Indian Printed 
Callicoes that are now worn here ; and tho? 
ſome Callicoes may be run or relanded, yet 
it's but few in compariſon with what is run 
of other Commodities ; for the Running has 
been very much prevented ſince the Act made 
laſt Seſſion of Parliament. R 
5. It is poſſible to prevent the running of 
Callicoes, by other means than prohibiting 
the Wearing of them; for as they are ſo fit 
for receiving Stamps or Marks, (which few 
other Commodities that pay ſuch high Duties 
are,) it wou'd not be very difficult to effec- 
tually prevent both running and relanding of 


them ; by ſeveral Methods that might be 


propos d; for which purpoſe I'm ſure all the 
fair Traders are ready to give their aſſiſtance: 
And as a great many wrought Silks are run 
in, J have the ſame reaſon to ſay, that it is 
Not in the power of Man to prevent the run-- 
ning of them neither ; by any other means 
than by prohibiting the Wearing of them. 


6. Tho? the late Frencli King granted an 


Edict for Prohibiting printed Callicoes and 


Linens; yet he might be ill adviſed in that, 
2 | | | as 


? 
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as in Granting the Edict againſt the Proteſt- 


ants : And its probable thar the Jeſuits who 


perſwaded him to one, might alſo adviſe 


him to other, in order to take off the Odium 


that they ſaw coming upon them; for the 


decay of their Silk Manufacture, occaf ond 
by the Conſequences of the revocation of the 
Edict of Nazts : But whether that Edict in 
France for the prohibiting of printed Calli- 
coes and Linens, was well grounded or not; 
this is not a proper time for the Regent to Re- 
voke it; therefore tis no wonder if it has 
been lately confirm'd : Notwithſtanding 
which their Silk Trade at Lyozxs, is at this 


time more decay'd than it has been for Fifty 
Years paſt; which is daily confirmed by the 


diſmal accounts we have, of the decayed 


condition of their Trade ll Manufactures 


there: So we may ſee that 7 is not the fore 
ing of Trade oat of it's trae Channel, that will 
anſwer our Expectations : But now let us take 


a view of the Hollanders; whoſe beginning 


was ſo poor and miſerable ; and whoſe Coun- 
try was one of the worſt, and moſt ruin'd in 
Europe ; yet how by their prudent manage- 
ment in letting Trade run in it's own Chan- 
nel, they are become ſo flouriſhing in their 
Manufattures, as well as their Trade and Na- 


vigation; as very far to outdo the French; 


and therefore @ much better Example for as, 


R ¶ 


Nr 
7. It is poſſible that ſome body or other 


may have reported, that the Government of 


the Auſtrian Netherlands have reſolv'd to pro- 


hibit the Wearing of printed Callicoes; but 
as they are ſo very ſenſible of the thriving 


condition of the Datch; no doubt but they'll 
follow their Maxims as near as they can. 
| " Þ 4 | | 

8. The Wearing of printed Callicoes is 
not an Evil to the body politick, any more 
than the Wearing of Silk: Nor is the Wearing 
our Linens any more an Evil than the Wear- 


ing our Woollens ; for the Reaſons already 


mention'd in the iſt and 2d reply. 


9. There's not any ground to believe, 
that double the quantity of printed Callicoes 
and Linens has been worn theſe 12 Months 


paſt, than in the Year 1717; but on the con- 


trary, I have good ground to believe that 


the quantity is ſome what leſs; in which Opi- 


nion I'm confirm'd by the Accounts of the 


Exciſe-Office. 


10. The Wearing of printed Callicoes and 


Linens, is ſo far from taking away the La- 
bour of the Poor; that great numbers of 


poor are employ'd in the ſeveral degrees of 


manufacturing them : Neither can the wear- 


ing our own Linens, nor the Callicoes, which 
are Imporicd at free · coſt to the Nation, ever 
| | impoveriſh 
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ing and Tabling; yet that is no rea 


3 . 

impoveriſh the People: But as every one is 
not ſenſible how Advantagious, the Eaſt-· India 
Trade is to this Kingdom; I ſhall enlarge a 


litt e to ſet it in a clear light: The Eaſt. India 


Company do indeed Export a quantity of Bul - 


lion, Cor foreign Money) bug then they alſo 


Export a great many of our Woollen Goods; 
and of the goods which they import, ſo great 
a quantity is re- exported, as brings into the 
Nation a greater Sum of Money, (or ſaves 
it from going out, which is all one,) than 
what they Export; ſo that it is plain and un- 
deniable, that what Callicoes are worn here, 
we not only have in Exchange for our Wooll- 


en ManufaQtures, but have Money with 


them too into the bargain, 3 
1. Tho' Linen is uſed for —_— Sheet- 
n why 
it ſhou'd not be a proper Commodity for Gar- 
ments; but Scotch Linen in particular, (be- 
ing a thin, ſoft Cloth, ) is not proper either 
for Shifting, Sheeting or Tabling, or any o- 
ther purpoſe but printing; and I may with as 
much reaſon ſay, that becauſe Woollen is 
uſed for Blankets and Hangings ; therefore 
it is not a proper Commodity for Garments, 


We may obſerve, that the whole ſubſtance 
of what the Author of the Brief State of the 


Queſtion ſays, is contained in two or three 


E 2 Pages 
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pages of his Introduction; ſo that his fol- 


lowing 30 or 40 pages, is but a Flouriſh, a 
meer Circumlocution, an Attempt to daz- 
zle the Senſes, and byaſs the judgment of 
his Readers: But I can't omit taking notice 
how, and with, what pains, he ende avours 
to make cople believe, that we. arc in great 
danger of being over-run with French print- 
ed Callicocs ; tho? he tell: us at the ſame time, - 
that the printing of them is piohibited i in 
France ; {ure he muſt have forgot himſelf 
very much, as alſo when he tells us, that all 
this great danger, proceeds from a report of 
their having reſolv'd to fend Four Large 
Ships to the Eaft Indies; which muſt appear 
ſo ridiculous, if we conſider that the Darch 


have for a great many Yeats paſt, ſent out 


17 0 20 and 3o Ships every year: And 
he had not told us that the Oftenders had 
1 received two Ships thom Iadia, which 
they ſent out on that Trade, he wou'd have 
conceard his Ignorance, and ſav'd his Cre- 
dit more than he has done; for thoſe two 
Ships came only from China, and brought no 
Callicoes; neither have they (as Pm credi- 
bly inform'd) ſent out any for Callicoes. 


But what in the World can be more ſur- 
prizing, than to hear him talk ſo whimſical- 
ly, as, That the wearing printed Callicoes 


affect all the Manufacturers and Traders, 
in 


„n 

in Woollen and Silk in the whole Kingdom: 
I ſhou'd be glad to know how the wearing 
orinted Callicoes and Linens, can interfere in 
the Leaſt, with Clothiers, Drugget-makers, 
Blanket and Bay-makers, or Woollendrapers ; 
but I ſee there's nothing ſo Abſurd and Non- 
ſenſical, but they'll embrace, in order to En- 
creaſe their groundleſs Clamour againſt the 
Callicoes and Linens: Such another wiſe 
ſtory is his telling us, that the Paor in the 
Country are almoſt ſtarv*d for want of Work ʒ 
and (yet at the ſame time) a great many Clo- 
thiers are in danger of wanting Work. folks. 


And, the Author of the Weavers true Caſe, 
talks indeed like a Weaver; where he ſays, 
that a Prohibition of the Wear of printed 
Callicoes gnd Linens, (the Duties, on which 
no bring in clear to the Government above 
80000 yer Annum,) wow d conſiderably in- 
creaſe the King's Revenues : And that the 
printing or painting of Callicoe or Linen, 
and the wearing of them, is contrary to the 
Appointment of Providence; becauſe, as he 
ſays, other things are appointed to be painted 
upon; but I muſt tell him, that if he has no 
more skill in the Art of Weaving, than Lo- 
gick ; he muſt be but a meer bungler. 


He ſhows us too his skill in our National 
Trade, where he gives it as his Opinion, 
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That the wearing Striped Linen ought to 
5 be prohibited ; tho? it may be to the Ruin of 
ſuch of our poor People, who are Employ'd 


in that Manufacture; and as tho' our Neigli- 


bours had not the ſame power to Prohibit the 
wear of our Strip'd Woollens : His ſtory of 
Callicoes being Exported to Germany inſtead 
of Exeter Serges, is ſo ridiculous, as hardly 
worth taking notice of ; unleſs ro ſhew how 
much Knowledge the Weavers have of our 
Foreign Trade, | | 


And he tells us, that the Conſequence of 


their projected Prohibition, will be rhe rai- 


ſing the price of Wooll ; and that our Wooll- 


en Commodities will be dearer; but ſure he 


forgets that the Dearneſs of Wooll, is one of 


their Complaints already; and tha the dear- 


neſs of our Woollen Goods, — 
be a leſſening of our Exportation ; which! 


ſuppoſe has little or no weight with them, 


who are much more concern'd for their own 
private Advantages, than for the general 
Good of the Kingdom. 


hut if the Weavers Trade was fo good as 
he ſays, during the Late Queens Reign; pray 
why did they make ſuch Complaints then? 
For all che preſent Clamour and pretence of 


our Manufactures being ruin'd ; our Poor 


ſtarv'd; is nothing but a Repetition of the 
” old 
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old thread-bare ſtory, they told us in the 
ſame Reign: And it muſt be plain to any bo- 
dy of juſt Obſervation, that the Nation has - 
Flouriſh'd of late Years, both in it's Trade 
and Manufactures, beyond what it had done 
for many Years before. 


But may be a great many People, who 
have not taken the pains to Examine the me- 
rits of the Caſe on both Sides, may be apt 
to think with themſelves, that if the Wea- 
vers are not in the right of it, why was all 
this Mobbing ? why all this Clamouring and 
Scribling ? Why the matter is this, the Jour- 
-ney-men Weavers, &c. were Incited by Sedi- 
tious Perſons, (and doubtleſs were) Incou- 
rag*d underhand by the Maſter Weavers, to 
riſe and go a Mobbing ; who reſolv'd to lay 
hold on ſuch a favourable Opportunity, to 
raiſe a Clamour, and make an Outcry, as 
tho' they were ready to be ſtarv*d for want of 
Work; bat their true deſign, was to ſatisfie their 
ſelfiſh and unreaſonable Humours, as well a to 
promote their private Advantage. 


And now hope I may juſtly ſay, that 1 
have fairly anſwered all their. Allegations and 
Objections, of any moment; and plainly prov- 
ed, That the Wearing of our printed Callicoes, 
25 not any way more diſadvantageons to the Ma- 
tion, than the Wearing of Silk ; nor the Wear. 


ing 
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tn of out printed Linens, ain more than * 


Wearing of our Woollens ; but in point of Po- 
liey ought rather to be Encourag'd; all which 
fubmic to the Judgment of che Imparcial, 


And as I have pretty mich: outrun the 


bounds, that I firſt propos d to my ſelf; III 
now conclude with this Obſervation ; 5 That 


the Riches, and conſequently the Proſperity 
of the Kingdom, is not to be attain'd by the 


Conſumption, of our own Produce and Ma- 


nufactures at home, but by the encouraging 


our Trade and Navigation as much as Py 
ſible. 
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